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BNCweb

BNCweb is a pretty intuitive web-based interface to BNC you can use with
your web browser.

BNCweb in CompLing Lab

http://bulba.sdsu.edu/bncweb

Requirements

Password and account name
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Simple queries

Queries

introvertedness [no matches]

introverted

Results
Your query "introverted" returned 84 hits in 69 different texts.

1 A06 1335 But besides this more obvious point, there are subtler connections between

voice and body: Cicely Berry observes that an introverted and thoughtful

person often finds more difficulty in speaking and does not carry the

thought through into the physical process of making speech.

2 A18 429 Razumikhin himself may or may not have come from the country, but he is

certainly a member of the floating, unbelonging population of students

and ex-students, and he records in simple puzzlement that Raskolnikov

has been growing increasingly moody and suspicious and introverted;
he has no time for anything, people are always in his way, and yet he

lies about and does nothing a confirming echo of Raskolnikov on his

bed telling Nastasya the maid that he is working, by which he means thinking.
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Multiword queries and tokenization I

Multi word queries ok. Special characters must be escaped (preceded with
“\”). Comma (“,”), question mark (“?”), plus (“+”), colon (“:”), at-sign
(“@”), various kinds of braces, all special. Quotation mark NOT speciali

talk of the town Good query
very very pretty one hit
very, very pretty syntax error
very , very pretty still a syntax error
very \, very pretty correct query, 5 results
“ pretty “ 7 hits, all pretty in scare quotes
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Lemmas, intervening stuff I

Lemmas
{kick/V} curly braces signal lemma, {kick/N} and

{kick/V} are different lemmas
{kick} All instances of all lemmas with the form kick

Intervening stuff
day 〉〉 2 〉〉 night day followed by night within a 2 word window

(excludes by day and by night)
night 〈〈 2 〈〈 day day followed by night within a 2 word window,

but night will be the highlighted word
day 〈〈 2 〉〉 night day and night within 2 words in either order

Jean Mark Gawron Linguistics 503San Diego State University



Intro Changing context window Sorting Distributions Downloads Collocations Dispersion References

Lemmas, intervening stuff II

Plus and Star
this ( {A})* {day} this followed by any form of day with any num-

ber of adjectives intervening
this ( {A})+ {day} this followed by any form of day with at least

one adjective intervening
this + {day} this followed by any form of day with exactly

one word intervening
this ++ {day} this followed by any form of day with exactly

two words intervening
this + NN1 this followed by exactly one word followed by a

signular noun (note no curly braces to use BNC
C5 tag).
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Lemma/partof speech/sentences boundary

Query

{kick/V} <s> bucket NN1

“All tokens of the LEMMA kick and the singular noun bucket occurring
within a single sentence (in either order)”

Results
Your query "{kick/V} <s> bucket NN1" returned 24 hits in 17 different texts

No Filename

1 A6W1120 At any speed, in any gear on the mile straight there is enough power to bury you

hard into the thin bucket seats; every quick-fire gearchange though the massively

solid Borg-Warner box kicks at the back end.

3 AC4 2431 Jinny was so startled that she nearly kicked the bucket over.

6 ATE 787 ‘‘Did you think I’d kicked the bucket, Ma?’’
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Combining ideas

{kick/V} the ( {A})* bucket NN1
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More BNCweb info

Hoffmann et al. (2008) Book flyer
Reading Book extract
Getting started Quick tutorial
ISBN 978-3-631-56315-1
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Looking at more context

Clicking on the highlighted target word takes you to a new screen in which
more context is shown.
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Scrolling through context

Clicking on the left and right arrow will scroll back or forward through the
context window. Here we click right.
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Scrolling through context

Clicking on the left and right arrow will scroll back or forward through the
context window. Here we click right.
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Sorting

Lexicographers like to sort their results to put similar contexts together.
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Sorting parameters

The sorted window has a new set of sort parameters that can be set.
Position 1 right is the default, and often most useful, but we may want to
start at a particular letter. Here we choose “t” and show part of p. 10 of
the result.
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Simple distribution

To look at various distributions, pull down the main search results action
menu and click on distribution. The Adj easy is much mor ecommon in
written than spoken language.
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Downloading results

Now click go!
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Download form
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Default results (1 example)

1 A04 1325 From a critic ’s point of view , a label , <<< whether >>> ending in

&lsquo; ism &rsquo; or not , is convenient .

From_PRP a_AT0 critic_NN1 ’s_POS point_NN1 of_PRF view_NN1 ,_PUN a_AT0

label_NN1 ,_PUN <<< whether_CJS >>> ending_VVG in_PRP &lsquo;_PUQ

ism_UNC &rsquo;_PUQ or_CJC not_XX0 ,_PUN is_VBZ convenient_AJ0 ._PUN

Written Written books and periodicals W:ac:humanities_arts

1985-1993 Academic prose Beginning sample Book

Informative: Arts

High unknown UK and Ireland Male Sole

Adult Mixed Medium n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

http://bulba.sdsu.edu/bncweb-cgi/context.pl?text=A04&qname=nosol&

refnum=0&theData=0&len=0&showTheTag=0&color=0&begin=1325&spids=1&

interval=11&first=yes&urlTest=yes

77845 77845
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Abbreviated results

1 A04 1325 From a critic ’s point of view , a label , whether ending in &lsquo;

ism &rsquo; or not , is convenient .

2 A05 943 Shakespeare ’s play has an arranged duel which miscarries , and which

takes off a divided , gambling man who has wondered whether or not

it might be better to end his life .

3 A05 1138 Whether it is or not , the poem can be called distinctive &mdash;

distinctive both of Larkin and of Amis .

4 A05 1318 If you were to tell me that there are people , like the man upstairs

to whom you now threaten to turn yourself in , who actually do have a

strong sense of themselves , I would have to tell you that they are

only impersonating people with a strong sense of themselves &mdash;

to which you could correctly reply that since there is no way of

proving whether I ’m right or not , this is a circular argument from

which there is no escape .
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Collocates

Definition

The collocates of a word w are the words that co-occur with w most
often. [First pass]

Definition

The collocates of a word w are the words that, statistically, are most
strongly associated with w .
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Requesting collocates
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Collocation settings window
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Example: powerful collocates
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Example: powerful noun collocates
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Min frequency may matter

k = 3, medicine
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