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Talmy’s Interdisciplinary Program [p. 22]

1 Which meanings (“semantic entities”) are realized by which
surface patterns

2 Look for typological generalizations
3 Look for diachronic generalizations
4 Consider potential cognitive generalizations
5 Formally defined focus: morphemes, words (root + derivational

morheme) Verb + satellite
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Satellites

Adpositions, particles, adjectives, and other stuff

Path in(to), on(to), off(of), up, down, above, below,
away, past

Result (cut) open, (flap) dry, (rust) stiff, (wear) thin,
(freeze) stuck, under(fill), over(hang), re(fill)
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Motion

Definition of motion event
A situation containing motion or the continuation of a stationary
location.

Components

Figure The object moving or located with respect to . . .
Ground . . . the reference object
Path the path followed or site occupied by the Figure

object
Motion move or beLoc
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Co-event (Type A Conflation)

Co-event Examples

Manner Cause
Motion [FigThe pencil] rolled off

[Gdthe table]
[FigThe pencil] blew off
[Gdthe table]

Location [FigThe pencil] lay on
[Gdthe table]

[FigThe pencil] stuck on
[Gdthe table]

Conflation
Because each verb stem at once expresses both Motion and the
Manner/Cause of the Motion, these examples also illustrate
conflation, the combination of two semantic elements in single
morpheme (or sometimes, word).
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Conflation Schema
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MOVE + Manner
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MOVE + Manner (Subordination)
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MOVE + Cause
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MOVE + Cause (Subordination)
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Spanish

How do these facts play out in Spanish?
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Floating/Kicking: Consider these paraphrases!

Concept Example
float1(beLoc?) The craft floated1 (= was afloat) on a cush-

ion of air (in the hangar).

move-with-manner
float1

The craft moved into the hangar, floating1
on a cushion of air.

The craft floated2 (, was afloat) into the
hangar.

Kick I kicked the wall with my left foot. (cf. hit)

cause move-with-
manner kick1

I moved the ball across the field, by kicking
it with my left foot.

I kicked2 the ball across the field (with my
left foot).
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Mandarin example

Predicate Formation
We (with Talmy) conclude English and Mandarin have predicate
formation processes that turn motion-activity verbs into motion+path
verbs.
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Unambiguous verbs

One verb allows only a conflating semantics. The other does not allow
conflation. Which is which? Discuss hold, carry
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Spanish float I
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Spanish float II
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Spanish float III
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Spanish float IV
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Spanish conflation?

se fue de move-away
volvio a move-back
dio vuelta a move-around
cruzo move-across
andaba en move-about
se juntaron move-together
se separon move-apart
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Type B Conflation

Typological Pattern for Spanish
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Questions

1 Does the Spanish pattern extend to caused-motion?
2 How do put and take enter into the discussion?
3 Discuss the importance of the following example example with

respect to English path-incorpration: I twisted the cork out of/ into
the bottle.

4 Give some examples of English path incorporation verbs:
5 Are there any other languages of this type besides Spanish?
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put/take English v. Spanish
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Aske (1989)
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Aske’s Generalization
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Type C Conflation

(i) It rained in through the window.
(ii) I spat into the cuspidor.
(iii) The rain [v ?] through the window.
(iv) The mud [v ?] through the crack under the door.
(v) The ash [v ?] onto their upturned faces.
(vi) The snake [v ?] out the door.
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The Schema
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Atsugewi
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Constructing an Atsugewi clause I
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Constructing an Atsugewi clause II
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Constructing an Atsugewi clause III

Hey, where are the nouns?
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The broad picture: move +

Languages differ greatly with respect to what they can express in one
clause when describing motion. Co-event below refers to
Cause/Manner (manner is a separated subordinated event).

A. Coevent B. Path C. Figure
most of IE Romance Northern Hokan
Chinese Tamil Navaho
Finno-Ugric Polynesian
Ojibwa Nez-Perce
Warlpiri Semitic

Japanese
Korean
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Aske’s issue

Run is certainly a manner of motion verb, in the same sense that
Talmy intends float to be, but correr (= run) takes (some) paths. In fact,
so does flotar.
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Constructions

1 Verbs that Talmy has called motion verbs: rain, blow, fork, wave,
scare, float, . . .

2 An alternative view: The language has various motion related
constructions which can be imposed onto various verbs, allowing
them to be used in sentences entailing motion, e.g., Goldberg’s
Goldberg (1995) Caused Motion Construction.

3 On the constructionist view, the difference between English and
Spanish is not a Lexicalization Pattern but the availability of a
certain construction.

4 The broad use of motion verb may obscure English’s genuine
obsession with manner incorporation (English walk verbs: walk,
saunter, trudge, limp, amble, hike, tiptoe, cf. Japanese aruku)
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